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RED CLOUD.
Tlio Experiences of Dr. V. T.

AIcGillicuddy.

IDEAS OF AN INDIAN AGENT.

A Good WoI'd lor the SavageTribes.

Omaha. Feb. 11. 1879.
Tin- change of agents at ihe most important Indian

agency oil the continent. that of HeJ Cloud, in the

present feverish state of feeling among these Indians,
1 as been the subject of lunch comment in this militarydepartment by army officers and civilians. Dr.
Irwin was believed here to be an entirely capable and
honest spoilt, an exceptionally good man for the

position, and the army attributes largely to him the

Improved condition of affairs at this agency. At
ainol. 1 tiinn 1» 11 n M. of n.rwii txi lian Ei-nn tr«n«rilllv P»»-

girded as a dangerous experinn ut. At tho same time
1 >r. V. T. Mcirilliruddy, ttie new agent, is said by
good mou who have been associated with hiiu tor

years to bo a clear-headed, determined man, of considerableexperience with the Indians, and who has
many friends among the lied Cloud band, with whom
ns an army surgeon he ha-" been stationed. Dr. and
Mrs. Mctlillicuddv are now in this city, and tho
Herald correspondent called upon him and obtained
the following interview, finding the Doctor a man of
about thirty-live years and a fluent talker:.

Coruksi'iindent.What Ua» been your experience,
Doctor. with the Indians?

Dr. McOim ii uuiiy.My entire experience on the
frontier is not what you can call extended, dating
back only to the spriug of 1H74. when I came out
With the expedition to locate the boundary line be.
tween Montana and British America, passing through
the country where Sitting Bull now is. During that

year, and more particularly since that time, circumstanceshave brought me a great ileal in direct contactwith the Indians, among whom I have found
many friends as sincere as a man ever finds. 1 be:
lieve I know something >>f the needs of the Indian,
of his nature, of the wrongs which he has suffered
aud of the difficulties which stand in the way of the
Agent. 1 have taken a deep interest in the subject
mid have much sympathy for the Indian or I should
not have accepted this appointment.
Correspondent.You attended Crazy Horse after

lie was shot, I am told?
Dr. McOilucdddt.I was with the old chief when

lie died, and had a valuable experience with his band.
My experience, in brief, to complete my answer to

your first question, was that in the winter following
that survey of the mountain line 1 went to Washingtonanil made up my report. Tlie next spring (1875)
I was sent out by the Indian Bureau in charge of the
topographical portion of Jenny's liluck Hills survey,
lu the spring of l87t< 1 accompanied Cieueral Crook's
Big Horn expedition against Hitting Bull. Beturujugthat fall 1 was at Camp ltobinson and was

physician to the lied Cloud Indians in additionto duty as medical otlicer to the military.Then 1 attended the Crazy Horse
Indians. When Bed Cloud was roiuoved in the fall
of 1877 I was ordered with the troops to attend the
lied Cloud Indians. 1 remained with them on the
Missouri Biver until they returned to their present
location. This winter I accompanied Companies E
and I, of the Third cavalry troro Bed Cloud Post, on
the Missouri, leaving there January 5, 1871). On the
return 1*> Camp Bobinsou 1 threw up luy position as
a surgeon and proceeded to Washington, whore I was
appointed agent. There was no political or Church
JUlllieiiec III lilt* UJI|II'IUIIUV111,
couukspmxdjcnt.Why did Dr. Irwin resign ?
Dr. mcoillicuddy.Some differences tstween him

and the bureau was the cause, I believe.
< ioiuikspondkkt.What is the eouditiou of affairs at

the agency ?
Dr. mcoilliccddy.Matters are all in a satisfactoryshape, so lar us 1 know, and the ludiaus are very

peaceably disposed. If they had been otherwise they
would not liuvu furnished the army with scouts
against the Cheyenuos. Moreover, 1 think Dr. Irwin
a square and honest man in every respect, and think
him earnest in his endeavors to civilizo the Indians.
The lied Cloud baud is in good condition, and with
tair and honest treatment will continue so.

theouiks am) rkvollmh.
CoiuiEsi-osnKxr.I suppose you have theories of

your own in regard to Indian management and some
reforms you would like to inaugurate?

Dr. UcUlLuetlliur-Ob, yes; 1 am no exception to
Indian agents generally in this regard. I am anxious
to benefit the Indians in every way possible. I have
learned in my experience with them that a physician
can have more lutlueuce with them than anybody
else, not excepting Catholic priests. When they have
mice been placed under a physician's care and have
received tangible benefit from it they have great respecttor him. I succeeded while with the lied Cloud
Indians in so far gaining their confidence and overcomingtheir superstition as to attend their women
iu several cases of confinement, which they will not alloweven their medicine men to do. The salutary effects
ot proper medical treatment in these cases did much
to give me their friendship. 1 opened a hospital for
their sick. At ffrsi I could only obtain three inmates,
tie* ludiaus having a strong prejudice against it.
The number increased, however, to upward of two
hundred per month, treated inside* and outside. 1
shall pursue the same course and give them the ben«litoi a medical practice which was largely obtained
in hospital work. I believe 1 can soon have a successfulhospital in operation, with nurses
from their own number. Of course there arc
many diflii ultn s iu inaugurating even reforms
which are founded upon their own peculiar
i.mures. 1 am well aware oi the magnitude
of the duties which will devolve upon the agent at
lied Cloud. 1 rely u great ileal, however, upon uiy
honest purpose to benefit them, added to my knowledgeof their character. You know llic Indians give
the physician a title which means "holy liiuu" or
"miraculous man," and hold him iu even higher esteemthan their own medicine men. My wife accompaniesinc. She is as well acquainted with these Indiansas myself, and lias made great efforts to benefit
11.em. They hold her in high esteem, ami her ability
t<> assist me iu my undertaking had much to do with
my accepting the agency. She is an old campaigner
iu tin* long ride*, and hardships of the frontier, and
can endure as much as myself.
Couuksisj.ndknt.Wiiat, iu your opinion, arc the

must serious obstacles thu a,:cut bus to contend with?
THE WHITK HUltMC THIKVUi.

Jm. McGiuicvudy.Ytwru are many, one fruitful
source of trouble lu the past has been the depreda-
turns ot w hitc outlaws, particularly the horse thieves.
There is the greatest dilliculty ill executing tiui laws
on a reservation. The agut is a little king. hut his
power has some serious limitations. The law makes
it necessary tor him to obtain a warrant from the
hear- st legally constituted authority before he can
make an urrcst. Tlie nearest authority to the present
ugeucv is at Yankton, about three hundred miles
distant. The agent has the power to drive u law
breaker from the reservation, hut he may at any
t.me return, and thu only remedy is to drive
him from tin agency again or procure a
w an ant for his arrest by sending lliree
hundred milm. und when the officer arrives
with the warrant the evil doer may have left the reservation.Under tin posse comitates law eveu tbo
military have no authority against violators of tlie
civil law further than to drive them from an linliun
or military reservation. The "si|ii.iw men," who go
and come as they please, lu spite of the agent, are,
i: any "I tin tu, oiitiawa of the worst kind, driven
t roin eivililed communities, and wlio(take up with
) ! in thu Indian reservations. Tlu-v are constantly
breaking the laws in various ways, lu the face of all
l is it is expected that the uuciviliKcd red man
should exercise greater m. naui in It y than would a
w hin man under the same eiri uinstances. They are
e\pncteil to obey a law which protects the stock
thief and leaves th 'iu at hts mercy. The Indiana

ii pursue and overtake these stock thieves and Invariablybring them in unharmed. 1 reuu-nibur an
in-tanei YuUiig-Mau-Atruid-ot-Uls-liorscs pursued
s - oek thier from tin reservation and overtook and
"a] ttirod linn, lie brought lilin into tlie agency uii(i.irnud and ilelivered lulu up. Not being then agent
I aid to the Indian, "W hy don't you siioot tin so
: iiuw win :i you hud thtu r" Hi* exjirenalon of
i-t ul*lilin iit was comical ,is lie looked at ine and
mil, "I cannot *hoot In in; ho I* u u liitu man." Hun
va* no e. (optional remark for au Indian. They am
« ixi" in in tIn- law*, i imo wikI attain at llwl
( 11*11 it lin-i In n nocemary to turn outlaw* luoeo
n t- r m i'lyiiit' hi nt to tho authorities at Sidney and
t .mi to Omaha lor asnintancc. one startling oaan
< iii- to iu> iiiiint tij which a murderer
i i| i.| jiuni liuicut iti thi* way. "California
J v. nu old neout iiiidi-r 8her,dan in
j,\ * and a reliable man, wan murdered In
M lilnnd in.1.1 named Newcoiub. .lot- wan with

iio- iii th !.!* i, llill- Mirvt i in 1*7.1, and with t'unli-r
111 till' l.< liUil <:illl]iaH'll. Ncwrouih nhot til iii ill
tin- iiiu-k. Hi- at .in i- rurrlnn at t'ani|i lloliliinoti, III
0- i i.IN wi-otnli w:m put III the gnardhoumi
a. ki |-t four il.ij *, th« limit allowed bylaw for tlni
in111 .in led a civilian. No authorltien having
in ii \ it t In' on! .tart ware tlicn obllued to turn him
1 a. ii i- now i |. uiIIiik spirit among tin- Him I;
iili -1 .i t i km w oiio Uinta in*- where an
1-'.t o wr- nt to cnialia with two hor*e thieve* whom
t in1111a *«-i|. and wa* oldtgi d to leave the
« i. > *": he won; to enca]>e arrent hlniaelf,

Willi in.11 i taitJli rul'Lh l*>.
i;i.i i-im-i n i 1\ i.at do you think would lie I ho

f nil,t III Uthl'ohk lit lteil Clollil?
It. .Mo<in.Met i>11v.He wottld def\ the whole army

and d< vantute tie irontler in a manner never know u
l.o-ori- 1; I < loud could ko from Id* rwaervatlon to
'i - with hi whole I'iiiiiI much iiion- nanlly than
tie > mo n rondo their ureal march. He would
I-I I, l.i lit, y the murder ol hundred* of *et
t. it and tie ihi.lt of Innumerable horata aud cattle.

NEW YORK
tTlth tk> Indlu ulroilutM of following a trail the
settlers mill their tannlies over a wide stretch of
country would be doomed. It would be a tragedy
without any parallel.of that 1 am satisfied. The Indianahave acquired great confidence in theiiiaclvea,
and whilo they know that as long as they
remain In the* United States, now that
the game has largely disappeared, they must
be led by the* government, still the auceess of the
little body of Cheyenne* in their inarch and of
sitting Bull has had » demoralizing effect ou them,
If they are uot fairly treated and truthfully dealt
with they are certain to go to war. Tno Indian, too.
knows much mure than he get- credit for. When we
d. al with him as we would ileal with the barbarous
and ignorant black tribes of Africa we make a great
mistake. He is shrewd, subtle, and often tar-sighted.
In lus own country he can have uo equals in s'.rutareui.The only w ay to follow and capture an escaped
and of Indians ts by tlie use of Indian scouts.

Otherwlae It is under ordinary circumstance* an impossibility.
< IVII.I7.IJMI THE SIOUX.

CoRktsEONUEjn.Wbat is your idea of the capacity
of the .Sioux Indian for civilization

Du. Mctiiu.icutiDY.I don't think there Is much
hope of making good tanners of theui until they
have reached a much mote advanced stage than
at present, it wt study the history 01 savage
tribes ire find that tliey pass train the blanket
stale brst into the pastors! ami then to the sgri1cultural, a state vvhieh demand.- hunt manual
labor. It is not natural that a blanket Indian
shou d be transformed into a laboring farmer. Uo
may for a year or two plough and reap and do considerablework from the mere novelty of it, but let
Ins crops be once destroyed by drought or grass;hoppers and he will never till the soil again, it will
bt much easier to accustom the Sioux (or other blanket
Indians) to a pastoral litp. where they can own herds
and docks and have the same pride of ownership which
now attaches to their ponies, than to attempt to educatethem ut once into an agricultural lite. Even if
that were possible there Is another thing in the way
which would be almost certain under present circumistances to render it impossible to make them selfjsupporting as farmers. In the first place the whites
have taken from the Indians all the laud in localities
where they will consent to live that is capable of
cultivation, andat this late day the whites arc thiukItng of making a nation of C,OUO Indians self-supportjlug iu a country that ti.UOO first class American farm!ers would starve in if forced to support themselves
by agriculture. The Bed Cloud Indians have given
up the only portion ot their reservation that was
ever tit for agriculture. A few Indian farmers on the
rich bottoms of the Missouri Ituve made lair prog[loss iu agriculture, but they are exceptional. The
Indians take to herding naturally, and it will lie my
aim to get the government to issue large quantities
cf stock to them and keep ou subsisting them
until tlie natural increase .-hall make them
at least partially self-supporting. Many of the
lied Cloud Indians are now willing to trade off half
their ponies for beef cattle. In (lie manner 1 have
indicated 1 think thut in time any of these Indians
could be made good farmers ou tlie Missouri liiver,
with its rich soil, or ou any good laud; but they have
a natural prejudice for the Missouri Valley which it
is impossible to overcome. Another practical step,
tlie necessity of which all will acknowledge who have
been fur any length of time among these Indians, is
the gradual introduction of a better breed of horses
for the purpose ot improving the Indian ponies,
which arc too small for draft horses, or, 111 fact, anythingbut saddle ponies. I see no reason why, properlyhandled, with all promises kept and the interferenceof outside parties in the shape of "squaw
men" and half-breeds prevented, it is not possible to
get along with these Indians without trouble of any
kiud. But you cannot expect more forbearance or
less retaliation from an luitian than a white man, and
yet the settlers in the West anil lnu'ny of the people
in the East do not seem to think an Indian should
resent anything.

THE STOCK STEALING.
I want to say a word more about tbls stock stealing,which has come so near to driving the Indians

to the warpath. The stealing ot stock by the Indians
from the Nebraska runehes was only a measure of
rctHiiutiou for the innumerable thefts from tlie
Indians, which have reduced their once strong herd
to a mere remnant. The buying ot stolen Indian
ponies ill open market by leading stockmen has been
habitual, and it was perfc :tly natural in return for
the Indian to steal the first white man's horses he
came across. In 187(1, when 1 was at Bed Cloud, the
notorious "Duuk" Blackburn and his crowd stole
and ran off' ht-rils of ludiau ponies, to th| number of
from fifty to one hundred, and took them by night
up to the city of Deadwood, where they were opeuly
auctioned off to the Bluck Hitlers, who bought them,
knowing that they were stolen. It is not to
be wondered at that the lied Cloud Indians
have not always oeen in a friendly mooii.
In February, 1877, when Deadwood was threatened
by the Indians, three companies of cavalry
were ordered there for its protection. I accompanied
them. We had not been there more than a week
when some of the Black Hillers hud uctually stolen
twenty-three head of our mules, knowing that they
wa re government mules and that we had been orderedthere for their protection.

shol'll) 1hk army have charge ?
Correspondent.When do you assume charge?
Dr. ilcOiLUCL'DDY.I shall arrive at the agency

aud assume control of it about March 1, perhaps a
little before that time.
Correspondent.1 suppose, of course, you do not

think the Indian Bureau should be transferred to the
War Department?

Dr. Me'CiiLLictiDDY.I think with the treatment
which the Indian has received under some administrationshe would have been better otf in the hands
of the army. With the views which I know Secretary
Hchurz to entertain, and his desire to put mcu Ju
charge who have had experience with the Indians,
but who have no connection with the army whatever,
1 believe the Indian is bettor oil with the Secretary of
the Interior and his appointees.
Correspondent.How do you think the militury

would do for the Sitting Bull Agency, which it seems
will be established by and by?
Dr. McOillicuddy.1 don't think there is a word

of truth in the report that Sitting Bull has crossed
the line, aud I don't believe he will timl it necessary
to eross for several years to come. When 1 was
through the country where Sitting Bull lias taken up
Ills abode that northern herd of butfulo seemed inexhaustible.The e.oiut y was lull of bull do, and
these herds were boundless, stretching away to the
horizon's edge. Sitting Bull has no occasion to come
south fur game, and certainly he would come fur
nothing else.

CARD FROM CUSTER'S HISTORIAN.

Captain Frederick \\ hittaker sends tho following
card to the Chicago 'limes at February l'J in regard
to the lteuo case:.
With tho exception of tho brief statement into

which I was leu by your accomplished reporter
some two weeks ag<>, the people of Chicago
may have observed that 1 have not hitherto attemptedto comment on the progress of tho
evidence in the lieuo court of inquiry, though
that inquiry was called forth by my own letter to
Congress last spring. Owing to the precautious of
Major Bono's counsel, and tho orders under which
the Court was acting, 1 was barred out from my
rightful position of accuser or prosecutor in the in-
ijuiry, on the narrowest technical grounds. I, then

tore,had no opportunity to suy one word in Canter's
or my own behalf in court, and wan obliged to remaina Rilent and powerless spectator of event a in
which 1 had »o keen an interest.
Now that the trial in over, anil that Keno and tho

liecorder have said their say, it become* my duty, um
the biographer of the late General Custer, to apeak,
if only lor a luouieut, and put the poHition of finder
an well a* my own in its proper light, to prevent
future misunderstandings.

I came to Chieago for two purpose*.to vindicate
CiiHtcr us a soldier and myaclf ax a man of truth.
The character <>t lleno wax a mere incident in which
I had no special interest, though this trial
and the court- murtial of 1X77 in the case of
Hell against heno have revialed it pretty
fully. As far as Ileuo is concerned, if the army
can endure him, after the double exposures of 1x17
and 1X7'J, 1 am sure I eau, tor 1 am not obliged to associatewith him. Therefore let him puss dow n to
history as these trials show him. In the aspect
of the case represented by me, however, the
evidence adduced before this Court shows all
that I could desire. liefoie the date of
this inquiry Custer stood charged before the
eountry with two military crimes.rashness and disobedience.Grant, Reno, lieu teen and a host
of others charged him with the first; Gent ml Terry
and cx-l'rcsideut Grant with the Inst. This trial
has establish* d laets which prove CUStar
to have been.not rash, but prudent; not defeated
by the em-my, but abandoned by the treachery
or timidity of liis subordinates. Hereafter any
man who accuses Custer ot bringing <>n his own fato
by rashness will write himself down a false detainer,
who goes against the fuets of history. The chargt of
disobedience lias yet to tic met, ami 1 promise tho
people ot the t'nited Hlutes it shall be met and.refuted
at no distant date, before Congress.

A PABBIC1DK SKNTKNCED.

Mai tin Colctnuu, thi! young man who four weeks
ago, in tin! course of aquarrel wit 11 Ills fatlicr in Newark,N. J., stabbed Ills parent ill the arm, inflicting a

wound which reunited ill death, was called up
for aentence before .Judge Dopuo yesterday, he
having pleaded guilty. Coleman's counsel made
a strong appeal tor mercy, setting forth
in exteuuation of the young mail's awful crime the
fact that Ids lather had begun the quarrel, and that
the prisoner had no intention of doing bin father
injury, as shown by Ids not stabbing him in a part
considered vital. On account of the youth and repei\lantcof the culprit, and of his having conveyed
to ids mother his snare of his father's property, the
Court reduced the penalty of the crime one-hall and
sentenced him to live years* hard labor in the State
l'rtson.

CHAIMED WITH FORGERY.

Detective Nlcvin yesterday brought to Jefferson
Market Court Dr. Kdw ara F. Hlauclifleld, of No. HJ
hast Thirty-second street, who was charged by
fcmaiiuel Finaterer, tailor, of No. 7.V> lirnadway, with
having put in circulation forge,1 chucks. J ho tailor
In his complaint says that on the l'.'tb
I list. Dlauchtleld went to liis store and
bought a cheap pair of pantaloons, tendering
in payment therefor a cheek for $'J1 no, drawn on the
National I'ark llank by Diehard H. Hun, y, au,l payableto h. F. Itlaiiclifluid; thai lit took out tin price
,,f tlie puutaloons and gave Hlanelitield tin balance
in cash; that wlitm he presented tlie cheek at the
iiank It was returned to him as worthless, with tlie
information that Haney bad n<< account there,
Hluriclittehl was committed in delault of tJ.uuO bail
to answer.
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IrariliimT
The Alleged Lunatic Talking Very

Like a Sane Man.

LEGAL BADGERING.

A Witness Wlio Thinks the Old Man a Victim
of Seuile Dementia.

A sad ami in some respects a sickening scone was

presented in the Supreme Court room in Brooklyn
yesterday morning, when old Sir. Jonathan T. Wells
was brought in and put upon the staud tor the pur!pose of exhibiting his infirmities and making public
the wreck of a once active and enterurisine brain.
In the great space.* of the court room crowded a vast
audience of all sorts of men and women. Every seat
was occupied and scores of men stood where tlicro
were no eLiaira. AH the cousins were present, scowlingat one another and regarding Cousin George SibIcywith especial virulence. The entire ltuckle householdput in an early appearance.

THE ALLE(iKI) Lt'NATIC.
When Cousin George called Mr. Wells to the stand

every eye turned to tuke the old man in, and a

unique picture he presented. His tall head, thinly
thatched with silver hair, narrows in the front; his
eyes are small, sharp, pierciug and near together;
his noso is long and straight; his lips thin and
biooaless and his teeth broken. His collar and shirt
were soiled, his cravat was badly tied, the bow being
over the collar; his vest and coat and trousers were

faded and soiled, and on his wrinkled wrists were

bands of red worsted. Although an "alleged lunatic,"the commission treated him precisely as they
did the othor witnesses, and administered to him the
oath rapidly and perfunctorily, assuming, apparently,that the "lunatic" understood the import
«t' the solemn proceeding.

UNDJ'.H FIttK.

From ten o'clock until late in the afternoon, withoutrest, intermission or relief, the old man, born in
1HO0. feeble in body and unaccustomed to strangers,
was pushud, pressed, tripped and badgered by all
sorts of questions on every conceivable topic by a

relative lawyer, who had the advantage of a carefully
prepared brief from which to "go for him." It
wus painfully evident that much of the matter
was caviare to the wituess. He remembered
clearly when and where he was born, and recalledsome of his early days, but when bo
was quickly questioned as to property values, the
nature of legal documents, the uge of his mother,
his property in Michigan, the strcetB that lead to the
several New York ferries, tho price of Terra Haute
and Evansville bonds, the name of the persecuting
second cousin, the location of his bank, the names

of his counsel and the official designation of the
three gentlemen who sat near him on tho bench, ho
actually hesitated, stammered, occasionally contradictedhimself, set the court room in a roar by testifyiugthat his mother was nearly eighty years of
age, while he is in his seventy-ninth.

WELLS AND COUSIN OEOBGE.

In an interview with the Hkhald reporter some

days since Mr. Sibley, who Is a second cousin and
acts for the complainants, "regretfully and without
compensation," but very persistently, giving weeks
to the case, said that Mr. Wells always called him
"George." Yesterday Mr. Wells sat within ten feet
of Mr. Sibley, who questioned him as follows:.
"Do you know Mr. George Sibley"'"
"I have heard the name frequently."
"Do you see him in court?'
"No. sir; i do not."
"Do you know me?"
"1 really can't give your surname."
It was at times difficult to determine whether Mr.

Wells, who evidently lias a keen eye tor the ridiculous,was chaffing the relentless lawyer or was really
deficient in memory. This was especially noticeable
when the counsel pressed him ior a schedule of his
property, aud subsequently when he endeavored, as
Miss liuckle and all the lluckle boarders did before
liim, to ascertain about the now famous trip to Albany.

A SINGULA!! CHAFFING SCENE.
Q. What property havo you, Mr. Wells? A. A great

deal.
y. Well, what and where ? A. I can hardly tell: I

don't know where to begin; 1 own property in the
Ninth ward, between Washington and Greenwich
streets.

y. Any stocks ? A. Yes, stocks in the New York and
New Haven road; 1 should say seventy-four shares,
worth |10(l each.

y. What else ? A. Oh, I don't know; 1 have a great
deal.some good, some bad; I can't tell you definitely.
y. Do you know what a will is ? A. I suppose it's

a legal document drawn up after discussion.
y. What is a power of attorney ?
This brought Mr. Marsh to his feet, and before

long it was evident that this was what one of the
jurors aptly termed the "nigger in the fence." It is
part of the plun of the cousins, and possibly the
uuiits, to show that Mr. Wells has been in the hands
of his lawyers, to whom he lias given a power of attorney,and some legally binding document that
takes the place of a bill of sale. The discussion betweenthe opposing counsel grew very hot, and after
much time was wasted Commissioner Ward directed
the old gentleman to answer, which he did at once
and with remurkable intelligence.

COCNHELLOll KENT AH A l'Lt'MUKB.
Mr. .Sibley made it evident that Mr. Wells' eye for

faces was not quick, for he not only failed to recognizehis own dear cousins, who began the lunacy
.............II..... ..lilt.. I.mI n.Glnol ....,.f

tlx; junior liar fur ouc of that much abused class.
the plumbers.
"Who is thlB gentlemen?" asked Mr. Sibley.
The witness shaded his eyes tor a moment and

then said, "Probably another relative. I don't know."
At tliis there was such a popular laugh as to compel
the commission to frown una tlircutcn to clear the
room.
"And who is this?" continued Mr. Sibley, pointing

to Mr. Kent, one of the alleged lunatic's coitus 1.
"That," said Mr. Wells, "that's Frederick Tuft. I

haven't seen him in some tiinc. liut that's his
name, us near as 1 can get it."
"What's Ids business?"
"He's a plumber," replied the old man, and tho

answer literally upset tho gravity of every cousin in
the assemblage, for it was painfully evident that ut
lust his second cousin had touched upon a weak
point in the rich tuau'a mental harness.

HUME KM'KltT UA1 K.EK1NU.
Mr. Sibley protested muc h that he had no desire

to coniuae his second cousin Jonathan, but simply
desired to test his memory, and then proccodod in
the following fashion:.

g. Who lives on your Kast Hartford farm? A. My
mother and the rest of the family,

g. Your mother; is she living? A. Yes, sir.
g. How old is she? A. About eighty years,
g. And how old are you? A. 1 was born in 1800-.

am in my seventy-ninth year.
Q. Ami she is yet living? A. Yes, sir.
g. What was her name? A. Pcrley Taft was her

maiden name.
g. Have you any brothers or sisters? A. No, sir;

1 hud two sisters ami three brothers, but they are
passed away and gone. None of us was ever married.
g. Have you ever been to Albany ? A. Yes; onto

last spring, 1 went up and b ck on business and
topped at a hall corner of l'eari ami Norfolk streets,
g. Did you get your breakfast there? A. No.
g. Why not? A. because I didn't want It.
g. Who is this lady near met A. Another relationi suppose. (Great laughter.)
g. What streets do you pass through when yon go

to the ferry? A. I can't recall them; there aro so
man) of them.

g. Where do you live ? A. H'm, woll really it's
strange I can't recall the street where I huvu lived
so many years,

g. How many ? A. Steven or eight,
g. Not more ? A. No, sir, not in this house; it's

ten years since 1 left the old place.
Mr. Stihley continued at great length, going from

flower to flower, like a bee searching lor the honey of
dementia, but contliiing himself mainly to » recur,rent examination of the ground already covered. Mr.
Weils did not mtiu fatigued, ami III answer to the
Commissioners said he was mentally fresh and pre-
pare I to Ik- croaa-examltMil. ilia i-ottliKi 1 thought it
Ix-al not to prolong tin- iliuulaitioii, anil In- win ill
ri-rtoil to atep Mown. Hp itiit no, aiileil by an officer,
who comlUiU-M him to a i-halr Ixthiinl tin- rail. '1 hi-re
thi! vi-tirralili! "lunatic" aat Muring the glib testimony
of tin- nc*t ntiil lapt witueaa, a prutuamoual witueaa,
an expert In iuaunity cotitroveralea.

a nlmaxlik sta1 kmktft.
From the i-viik-iicc of Ur. Corri-y, who styles

himself an expert In Insanity, it appeared thai he
haa attended court alm-e last Wi-MnesMay, voluntarily
mi-1 without i-otupcliaation; that lie aat next Mr.
Wi-lla anil talked with him; that lio put Ilia arm ou
hla chair, took hohl of liia liaml, ami, although an
entire stranger, telt of hia pula , ami that lie lias no
ilnlilit whatever of hla Inaunily.that la, the inability
lo take rare of himself or manage liia affairs.

if. Have you seen Mr. Wella elsewhere/ A. Yea, In
his own house last evening; I waa there forty-live
iniliutea anil talked with him about billa, powi-ra of
attorney, the value of atoeka, hla own affairs, hla
UiWyera, property ami theae proceedings.
"Were you aeki-M to eall bj lilin?" said Mr. Marali.
"No; Mr. fflbley aaki-M me to go."
"Were you invited by Mr. Wella lo hla room?"
"1 waa by Mlaa liucklc."
"Waa he in be-IV"
"Yea; he hail been asleep?"
"DiM Mlaa ltm-kle go up anil wake hint out. of hia

early night's" aleop llial you might follow ami talk
w.tli hint on this extended atea ot ijucstlous?"
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"Yes, sir; aud he win mentally invigorated."
You tulkt d oil all tlusi subjects before you told

him who you were?"
"No; I told him tou minutes before I left?"
"Then you did the bulk of your talk on all these

subjects in ten aitnutes?"
A. Yea.
Mr. Marsh developed that Mr. Correy was in court

as a volunteer; that he expected uo pay, although he
had given all this time to the case. Mr. Uofroy insistedthat Mr. Wells is suffering from senile dementia,is irrational, ot unsound mind ami incapableof taking proper care ot himscl! and his businessaffairs.
The long and interesting discussion was closed and

the case of the complainant rested. Thereupon au

adjournment was had until to-iuorrow at two p. M.,
and Mr. Wells started homeward, followed, as usual,
by a large aud motley though respectful crowd.

THE FIFTH AVENUE GAUUQTING.

MBS. VE BABY'S ACCOUNT OK THE AKKA1B.

"ALL OVEit IN A MINUTE."
Mrs. Do Bury is still suffering at her residence,

No. 15 West Fifty-second street, from the daring outragejierpetrttted by a highway robber in Fifth avenue

on Friday afternoon. She has, however, improved
since the evening previous, but is less disposed to
discuss the particulars of her startling adventure.
She said that in company with her friend Miss Swan
she had left her home to take her customary promenadefor the benefit of her health. They bad proceededas far as Fortieth street, and at that point
turned and retraced their steps in the direction
of Mrs. De Bary's residence. They then noticed
for the first time that a young man was keeping
close to them and acting strangely. As there were

several pedestrians in the immediate vicinity
neither of tho ladies felt alarmed. At Fortythirdstreet, however, Mrs. Do Bary felt a

heavy hand ou her shoulder. Before she had time
to cull for protection a sudden movement of the
man's muscular arm threw her head back and her
earrings were seized. Her ussailaut instantly fled
eastward across Fifth avenue, pursued by a number
of people who had witnessed the outrage. The
tliict made good his escape around the Forty-
second street entrance or the Grand Central Depot,

' It is a mystery to mo," said Mrs. Do IJary, "why
I should have been singled nut as the man's victim
among the hundreds of ladies ou the avenue much
more liaudsomely dressed. 1 had heard that the
criminal classes were becoming unusually desperate,
but did not think it possible that such an audacious
highwayman could be found in Fifth avenue, much
less that he would attempt such an outrage in
broad daylight and within reach of a number of
l»eople. 1 thought that iny oars were beiug torn off,
uml l'elt a severe pain in my shoulder from the rough
way the robber clutched me. lie was well dressed
and did not look like a desperado. 1 think 1 would
recognize him if 1 should see liilu again."
Miss Swan said that it was all over in a minute, and

before she could recover from the shock tho highwaymanliud disappeared down the street. Her
whole attention was needed for Mrs. Do liarv, who
was in a fainting condition when removed to tho
stoop of No. 514 Fifth avenue. The gentleman who
occupies the prumises. Mr. Augustus L. llrown, assistedthe affrighted lady into his parlor, where restorativeswore applied. Mr. Urowu conveyed Mrs.
De Bury home in liis carriage when she had recoveredfrom the force of the first shock to her nervous
system.

POLICE THEORIES.
Captain Mount, of tho Nineteenth precinct, stated

yesterday that he didn't believe the Fifth avenue
footpad was a professional burglar, but some poor
devil driven to desperation, who could not withstand
theVniptation to steal the diamonds. "If, however,"
said Captain Mount "he was a professional, then there
is precious little chance of recovering the diamond,
as it will probably be removed from its setting and
disposed of to some pawnbroker. "The papers,"
said the Captain, "do my precinct great injustice.
This highwayman was seen to come from the west
side ol the city, from the direction ot the Twentyninthprecinct. The officer who is detailed on that
post lias three and a half miles to cover. His beat
extends from Thirty-ninth street to Fifty-tirst street
and the crosB streets to Madison avenue. It is impossiblefor one man to cover that distance and be
on band at every point where an outrage or a disturbanceoccurs."
Special detectives were placed on the ease yesterdayand all the available resources of the Police Departmentwill be brought into requisition to apprehendthe criminal. Miss Swan, who inspected the

Ungues' Gallery, singled ont the photographs
of two noted criminals, labelled Nos. Hti4
and l.'.'o'J, both of which she claimed resembled
the Fifth avenue highwayman. These photographsrepresent respectively Thomas Ward and
Adolph Waltaueh. The former has served a term in
State Prison, and was last arrested utter smashing
the window of a downtown jewelry store and stealing
five or six valuable gold watchus. Waltaueh, alius
"The Greek," was arrested for iorgery. He is not
likely, it is said, to bu the man the police want in the
present case.

EXPERT YOUNG THIEVES.

BROUGHT TO GRIEF AFTER LONG AND SUCCESSFULPRACTICES.HOW THEY CARRIED ON

THEIR WORK.
'Natliaa Lederman, sixteen years of age, of No. 350
Seventh avenue; James E. Topping, seventeen years
of age, of No. 139 Tenth avunue, and John J. Fischer,
nineteen years of age, of No. 347 Seventh avenue, are

now in the Tombs awaiting sentence in the General
Sessions, where they pleaded guilty a short time since
to a charge of stealing and pawning thousands of
dollars' worth of jewelry. Lederman wau

employed by Kossuth, Marx k Co., wholesale
jewellers at No. 33 Maiden lane, in August last, being
recommended by his uncle, u large wholesale dealer
in jewelry. He had the handling of luuuy valuable
pieces f jewelry and access to eight large safes. He
received a salary of $5, and the very night before his
arrest was entrusted with a large sum of money.
Detective Price, a week ago Friday, heard
that a number of boys were ill tlio
liahit of visiting a certain pawu shop ami
disposed of gold rings and other jewelry. He waited
outside and arrested Topping as he came out. The
boy told Price tiiat Lcdcriuaujwos waiting around the
corner. The two boys wore taken to the station
house. A short time after Fischer entered the same

shop and offered a gold ring to pawn. The detective
arrested him that night in his house. The hoys
made a clean breast oi their offence* and added tiiat
Louis J. Piatti, fifteen years ot age. of No. 351 Seventhavenue, clerk of Counsellor Hemming, of No. 5
Wall street, and Charles W. Seaman, seventeen years
ot age, of No. 55 Hullivuu street, hud helped them in
their work. Piatti's employer was in Europe last
summer and the yoiuig clerk had tho office all to
hiimfelf. He aud Ludemau were acquaintances, and
the latter claims that he turned his stolen goods over
to the young Italian.

XHPOnxe A f'LKitK.
Seaman was au American District Telegraph boy,
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i'iatti* proposition that ho should Iwcotae u clerk
with hint and Ledorman at $4 a week, on the "Jit of
last August Seaman met Issleman at tin- corner oI
William ami Nassau streets. Together they went to
i'ialti's place at No. 3 Wall street, l'ialti and Seaman
then loft the ottlco together, ami the latter
was given a uumher of gold rings, pins,
and other Jewelry valued at $33, which he pawno.! at
a c'liutliani street broker's for $ 11 This I'iatti
divided with I,-derman, and the performance was

repeated daily until the middle of last September,
when Seaman declared that he woulu not act as their
clerk any more. It set ins that ho hail by tlua time
become convinced that the Jewelry was stolen. The
losses to Marx .V Co. aggregated over $4,000.
Seaman and llatti were anaigued in Jefferson

Market Court yesterday. The former was committed
tor trial in default of hail, and Seaman was
sent to the House of Detention as a witness. It is
said thai l'latii and Ledcrmaii spent most of
their 111 earned money In disreputable houses.
Our day In August last Iaslerinaii gave I'iatti and
Hoamau' *:n» to pay their expenses to Uostou.
Ho also intrusted them with a valuable coral set, for
fear that they might meet with some accident tn that
city. They ran short and offered th<» Jewelry in
pawn, and the broker turned thciu over to the police.
The hoys were discharged, hut the Jewelry ki pt for
Its rightful owner. Homo three hundred and fifty
pawn tickets have been recovered and all the pawnshopsof the city seem to have been patronised.
Platti's yellow complexion showed no signs of embarrassmentor shame w hen he appeared In the court
room and he looked boldly ut the magistrate with his
large black eyes. Seaman is supposed to hu only one
of a great many clerks who, as they became frightened,lett the employ of l'ialti uuil Loderman.

MME. BEBGEBS BAIL.

'l'lif Chamber* of the Supremo Court wero densely
packed yesterday morning by a motley crowd of men
and women, at true tod thcro by tho expectation that
new mid Important developments would Ik- ma in in
the matter of the writH of habeas corpus and certiorariHiied out by Mr. William K. Ilowe. counsel of
Mrs. lurtlm Merger, charKed with having caused by
malpractice the death oi Cora Hauiuiis. The prisoner
wus in chaw of the Deputy Warden of the Tomlm,
and before her case was reached seemed much ogitatedand very nervous, and kept up a whispered eou1veraation with her counsel and a young man said to
be her son-in-law.
Mr. Howe made a lengthy argument, in which he

eta ted that lie wua not at thin stage Junttllcd blankingfor tin discharge of his client, but would be contentto rail the atteutioti of the Court to the fact
that in his opinion the bail waa flxed at too large a
Bum. It taclaiined by Mrs. Merger. said tlia coiitiael,
that Coxgrovu, the aeUuccr of Cora Hamiula, cutployedl>r. Whitehead and paid him ?lm> to produce
tin abortion on Cora Hammi*. and then that Dr.
Whitehead, to shield himself from the coiihc.juciicch
of his crime, sunt Ills dying victim to the house of
Mrs. Merger, the prisoner.

Assistant District Attorney Isisry said the papers
disclosed a clear case against Mrs. Merger, and her
conviction was sure and inevitable.
Judge Dotmhiie took the papers, and will givo hia

decision on Monday,

PLE SHEET.

| ONE HUNDRED AND SIX.
A Talk with Barney Dorari, the Centenarian Jan|

itor of the Baxter Street Public School

A REMARKABLE OLD MAN

Still Abie to Dance and Sing and Attend
to His Regular Duties.

At the left of tho door of a shop which occupies tho
first floor of a tour story brick tenement ut No. lviti
Mott street is the entrance to a narrow blind alley,
u hlch leads almost to tho foot of a rickety flight of
stairs in the back yard. These stair* are of
wood, aud so U tho two story and attic dwelling, to

the second floor of which they ascend. A piazza
runs along the face of the building, midway betweenthe ground and the roof, and a door and two
windows look in upon a room of small dimensions,
meanly furnished aud apparently but little cared
for. It was here that a reporter of the HkkaiO), enteringfrom a pouring rain one night last week,
found old Darncy Dorau just finishing his supper.
Tho centenarian, when told that the intelligence of
his extreme old ago had led to the reporter's visit.
received uis guest coraiany ana reuuuy suumiiieu

to tho ordeal of an Interview. He is of
less than average height. Blonder and bowed
in form, but his blue eyes, though fadod, are not
null, and his face, though somewhat wrinkled,
is by uo moans withered. Moreover, the crown of
his head is covered with a shock of hair which time
has whitened but not thinned. And exemption from
baldness, though it may seem a trifling matter, i*
one of tho blessings for which Barney feels most ^
heartily thankful. A bald head he despises. "Not a

hair," ho exclaimed, with pardonablo pride, "has ever

moved from the top o'me foruheud." But there is
one thing which displeases him as much as the absenceof hair on the head, and that is its presence on

the face. His own lias always been kept as smooth
as the palm of his hand, and when one of his grandsons,on coming of age, attempted to raise a mustachehe had a very narrow escape from the old
man's wrathful hand.

YOUTHFUL TRAVELS.

"I am told that you are over a hundred years old,
Mr. Doran," said the reporter, drawing his chair
near to that of his benignant host. "Is that a fact?"
But the old gentleman Is a little hard of hearing,

aud the question had to be repeated. Then he replied,in a voice from which the vigor of his youth
and the accent of his nativo land have not departed,
"Ay, that I am, 1(X1 years old this winter."
"And may I ask where and when you were boru?"
"In the county Tyrone, sure, and there I lived for

many a year. The date is in the Bible, up to mo

brother's, in Norfolk strate."
"Did you ever live anywhere but In Ireland before

coming to this country?"
"That I did. Thero was me and auither yoong

feller as used to hung about tho harbors, and one

day the two of us made up our moiuds tor leave, and
wo did. For a bit o' seven year I made mo way in
England and Scotland, a workin' about from place
to pi ice. Thero was Dovor and London, and Manchesterand Liverpool, and Leeds and Newcustloon-Tyneand a plenty more, all good cities for work,
but Newcastle the beat o' the lot. Tluni was the
duys for tho workin' man. Wages was good and
livin' cheap. Why yor cud buy a loaf o' bread, too
big to gut yer arm around It, tor thripence, and
twenty-four ounces of cheese for half as much.
Then, when 1 was tired of Enuland. I made me way

tor Scotland, and thcro 1 saw the King's brother, but
I don't moind his uamu. One noight a party of us
coom to Annook and tlicy wouldn't tak us in. But
b« good luck 1 bad nio recommend wi' mo from Sir
John Stuart, a Parliament man, and I sent it oup to
the castle, and down they coom and took up all of
us an' giv us a good nigut's lodgin'. But Scotland
wasn't me home and back I went, and 1 wasn't long
iu Ireland aforo I took a wolf. That moost have been
when 1 was twluty-foivo or six year old; in ''J'J it
was. Well, after I'd lived on the farm aboot forty
year or more 1 sold every tiling and com to Ameriky.
There was mo woif and eight chihlruu in tho party,
me oother daughter bavin' marrit a man named
McKcan and satflit in St. bouis."

NOT TOO OLD TO WOttK.
"How old wore you when you came to America?"
"Well, it was the year '3N, and they all scd 1 was

too old to work any moor. But 1 proved tho loy on
tliiiu, fer the year I landed I helped ter lay the water
puipes in Broadway. Then, after that, 1 had a job in
u coal yard, and one hot uooiuer day wo was all a
fillin' the wagons; the sun was cnouf ter raise a
blister on a man's hat, and the poordivils were takin'
a hit o' grog to keep the heat out o' them. Well, betwainthe heat and the grog there was eight o' than
lyin' out on the ground wi' the sunstroke, woil 1
shovelled away till sundown without a drop. Finally
1 got to be janitor in a school, and have kept on at
that, here in this ward, for thirty-folvo year. I iiad
three schools to tend at a toime, and seldom tho
noight 1 slept after three o'clock, 'l'hcy didn't have
derricks then to raisu the coal, and I had to carry it
all up stairs besides spiittiu' the wood. But now I've
one school and it's easier work."
When asked about the sanitary condition of his

charge, Barney pronounced it the best heated school
"iu ihu .State ot Ameriky," and said that not a single
child had mot with an accident during the term of
his janitorship. He also spoke of a recent attempt in
the Board of Education to have certain public schools
kept open throughout the ycur, aud denounced it as a
mischievous proposition. Ever since Barney eaine
to this city, furty-oue years ago, he has occupied the
same humble apartments, now in the rear of No. 126
Molt street, but tlieu stauding almost alono ill that
neighborhood, lie built a shanty for his brother in
the vicinity of what is now Eleventh street, and says
thai he could tlieu stand on a little hill there aud
look in all directions without scuiug another house.
Those were golden times, tor the brother for whom
he had provided a home could go through the streets
and collect "enough swill for forty hogs," which was
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Harney was well known lo thu Irish population of
this city, and loiters from the "old country" were

generally distributed truin his house, so that his
yard, us his grandson says, was always tilled after
thu arrival of a mail steamer with "a crowd of
Mirkics wl' their little hats and shillcluhs."

T1IK OLD MAN S I'ANACKA.
Harney has hardly ever known what it Is to bo

sick, and, consequently, throws physic to thu dogs,
lie oncu, when a gay young man, c aught cold from
dancing till overheated and then Hitting in a cold
draught. The village doctor told him he had con-'
sumption and would never tread green grass again.
"Oreen grass, is it?" exclaimed Harney ; "Indeed, but
I'll tread green grass and withered, too, whou every
doctor in the land Is rotten In his grave." A French
surgeon who once cured thu centenarian of u superficialInjury told him "never to go to a 'pothecary's
store or a doctor for a cut or a bile,
lor they'll make you better to-day ami
worse to-morrow." Wax la thu remedy the surgeonused in Harney's case, and wax the old
insti considers a universal cure-all. His grandson,
a truckman, tweuty-two years ot age, who lives next
door, was once stabbed in the back by
u crazy man. The blood flowed copiously, but
Harney would not have a doctor In the house.
Melting a quantity of beeswax aud rosin he applied
it to the wound; the loss of blood was stopped, and
In a week or two the lacerated flesh had grown together.At another tlmo the same young fellow hud
his finger badly cut, and was told by a doctor that ho
could have It amputated at the Chambers Street Hospital.Hut again Harney stepped in aud with his
Infallible application of melted wax cured the cut
without further ado. "An' Isn't all thu doctors gettin'to use It nowadays, an' selliu' of it la little
boxes?" he asks.

NO NKED or A DANCI NO MAM'KIL
In the days of his youth lUriu j wa.s a cowherd,

sml never attended dancing school with his more
favored brother, "llut," says ho, "I skinned the
sward off a square bit iu the Bold and when the cows
was milked wud dance be tho hour. When the day
came It was me and not mo brother that led
the ball. An', sure, what's tho good of s danciu'
master, for can't 1 dance leu reels to his one? When
I cooni tor this country 1 cud dance with a glass o'
water on nm hcud and ncvir spill a drap, and mo upwardo' sixty years ould." Auil even now liarncy
can trip the light fantastic, if occasion seems to demandit. and at the picnic of the fourteenth Ward
Ht. l'ulrlck's Mutual Alllunro, lust year, lie showed
them the step at Kxcclsior I*ark. Nor has he forgottenhow to "warble immortal notes," and his
voles is often heard in the familiar strains of an
Irish ballad. Hut he did not sing for the reporter,
owing to a cold which he had contracted
just two weeks since. "Indade, 1 never had
so mooch or a rough as this, and a cold
Inoost be a terrible thing that rots a man Inside.
Hiit it'll he lavln' mo somo folne morning." Notwithstandingthis ussurancn that he would soon be
all right again the old fellow wits evidently worried
by the illness which ho affected to despise. And no
well ler, for it hud roll lined htm to his bisl for two
day*, with the exception of tucal times, and audi a
slam of affairs has long been unknown to htui. Findingthat lie was getting stiff by lying at full length so
long he had risen and dressed a abort tliue before the
reporter called. "The leas you stay iu tho house
with a cold the bettor," lie aaid.

RKOULAB MAIirrs.
Harney attributes Ins long life toanaturallv strong

constitution, slued and abetted by regular habits and
total abstinence from tobacco and Intoxicating drinks.
When a young man lie was onoo pursuaded to drink
at a little party which he attended. 'The beverage

was too mncli for him, and going oark to his honn
alone, he thought a smoke might Uieud matters. 8a
he tilled a pipe and sat down on a stool in tli<
kitchen and puffed away like a good fellow for tiv<
or six minutes. Hut what with the combined effect*
ot liquor aud smoke the stool lust its equilibrium
and Hartley tell at full length on his baeli, in which
position he was found by the family on their return.
Hiuce then ho has never lilted a glass or a pipe to his
lips. "There's many a pour divil dies dissolute in
the gutter from puttin' his hand to his mouth
too often," he says. He drinks tea and coffee, and
occasionally a little water with sugar iu it. His
usual hour for retiring is twelve o'clock, and
lie never sleeps late iu the morning. At half-past
ion uv waiKB 10 toe boijool uiiU sweeps tlie yard 01
does iioiue other light w.>rK, Ids son, u man or sixty,relieving him of the drudgery. Thou at half-pasl
one or so he walks to the corner of Uroadwa.v and
Howard street, where the grandson before mentionedstands with his truck. From there he makeihis way to Norfolk street, where one of his sous
keeps house, and theuce returns to his own fireside.Ail hi* peregrination* are made on foot, for once,when he rode lu a horse ear, he fell asleep and wascarriod two miles beyond his destination. It is rarelythat he spends an entire evening within doors, takingadvantage of the opportunity to call on his friendsEvery Sunday he dresses up in a sikiiIchs white shinand big black stock and makes the round of his acquaintauces.Last New Year's ho made seven calls
in bis grandson's company and others on his ownaccount.
Harney is anxious to live longer than a woman who

some twenty years ago. used to go round to tinschool house and entertain him with accounts olold New York, when she had been able to stand ou alull where is now the Centre Market and watch thevessels sailing up the harbor. She was then,ho says, upward of 107 years old, and lived ashort time after. When asked how much longerhu expected to live, Harney's brow wrinkled,and be inuttere 1 something about his cough. Hocherishes the remembrance of his native place, but
lias no desire to return to it. "All tbe ould folks is
dead," lie says, "anil the young ones wouldn't know
me. llctwaiu (loath and Ameriky there's none o'
the name left to own the bury in' ground." While
ou the subject of death tbe old man declaredthat "he'd never let them stretch him
out on the ice" after he died. "There
never used to be such a thing as an ico box at
$i> or $10; it's a dodge to make money, and theywon't make it out of me." Some time after he took
his present lodgings the ownership of the property
was transferred to the hands of a friend, to whom
Harney advanced the money for the purchase, on the
condition that ho should pay no rent till the debt
was paid. The agreement was verbal and tile debt
wum outlawed in tile course of time, hut tbe old man
still lias his rooms reut free. Nevertheless he denouncesthe whole arrangement as a "damned
Ikimu." His family cannot prevail on him to move
to better quarters, so there ho remains, koejiingbachelor's hall, his daughtor-in-law occasionally
r suing in from next door to do a little cooking for
him. Though jirofane himself, he hates ills descendantsto swear, and when he hears them make use
of an oath he reproves thctn with another.

A JJIO KAMI I. V.
Tho Doraus are small but uumerous. When their

ancestor eaino over in 1«3S. ho hail with him eight
sons and daughters. Patrick, a gruy-haired, smoothshavenman ot sixtv, was present when the reportercalled upon his lather. His sou, a bright boy of
eleven, was also in the room. Patrick's sister, Bridget,married a man named McCullum. and had live
children, two of whom were killed by falling from
the piazza in front of their grandfather's house. Her
sister Itosie married a man named McQovern,
whose daughter has two sous living.old llarnuy's
only great grandchildren, four others having died.
John and James Doran likewise married and huvu
ltatl several children, while Mrs. McKean, of St.
Louis, has lost two or three sons and daughters.
After the picnic which he attended last year the centenarian'sago was published and he felt pretty
badly about it. "I can't pass for a young man an'
go sparkin' uny rnoro," he said.

TWO CENTENARIANS GONE.
In a room of tho Home for tho Aged, In East Seventiethstreet, surrounded by the Little Sisters of

the Poor, lay yesterday the remains of the oldest inmate,Mrs. Ann McCloskey. She had reached an ago
rivalling that of the days of tho patriarchs. 110 years,
and enjoyed remarkable health for one who had enteredupon tho second decade of her second century
In the same room was the body of another aged inmate,Mrs. llrock, only eight years the junior of Mrs.
McCloskey. Both ladies died on Friday. The eldest
was admitted to the institution at its former home in
Thirty-fourth street eight years ago, and won tho
aifection of all by her quiet, childlike demeanor and
devotion to her kind nurses. A few days ago she wanderedinto fho garden attached to the homo, and,
after a long search, was found muttering to herselfand evidently unconscious of her whereabouts.
She told the sisters that Hhe had gone out for a walk
and that a sudden blindness seemed to seize her.
The extreme cold, she said, did not ail'ect her in the
least. She breathed her last without a struggle,
Death laying liis cold baud gently on her withered
form. Her mind was clear to the last moment.

Mrs. Brock complained of a slight pain a short
time before ncr death, but ber end was as peaceful as
that of ber sister inmate. She was also in full possessionof her mental faculties and looked forward
to attaining greater age. She had two daughters, one
of them over seventy years old, who paid licr frequent
visits, and corroborated tho statement of her having
reached the second year of her second century. Tho
good sisters mourned over their deported wards, who jhad endeared themselves to them by their gentleness '

and affection.

MR. ERHAllDTS CHARGES.

MAYOU COOrEB INTERROGATES THE COMMISSIONERIN RELATION TO HIS ACCUSATIONS
AGAINST THE POLICE BOAlii).THE DOOUS
GUARDED AND PROMINENT POLITICIANS REFUSEDADMITTANCE.
The City Hall presented an animated appearance

yesterday afternoon. The tact that Police CommissionerJoel H. Erhardt was to appear before Mayor
Cooper to substantiate his charges against certainmembers of the Police lioard served to

br.ng together such a crowd of politicians
as has not been scon since ex-Mayor Ely investigatedthe uttalrs of the department. Among
those who visited the hall were ex-Police CommissionerHugh Gardner, Deputy Commissioner of PublieWorks Hubert (). Thompson, Maurice J. Powers,
Mr. Lawrence, tho private secretary of Commissioner
Kidney P. Nichols, Thomas Costigan, T. C. Ecelesiue,
Jacob M. Patterson, Jr.; ex-Aldermen Joyce ami
Piuckney, and Aldermen Mott, Kceuau, Khiels, Foster,Phillips, Haughton. burns, Fiuck and
Ktrack. .All these gentlemen, and many others,
were, however, refused admittance to the
Mayor's office, His Honor having decided
to hold a see ret. investigation. On Friday
evening Mr. Cooper said that tho whole proceeding
would be public, but apparently changed his mind
yesterday morning. The three cutrances to tho
Mayor's office were carefully guarded by squad* of
patrolmen and no one was allowed to go within a
radius of ten feet of the room in which tho examIna-
tiou wan conducted.

ol'KMNM THK rHIM'KKIlINOS.
At i>rer.isely two o'clock Commissioner Erbardt

entered Mr. Cooper'* business otHce aud began to removebin overcoat aud glove*. The Mayor, however,
waving bis hand in the direction of bis private
aanetuin, whisper.si:.
"Come In hero. Mr. Oonimissiouer."
Oh, 1 think this room is good enough," responded

Mr. Erhardt. "It Is nice and airy, and will, I think,
suit your purpose admirably."
"You hail better cotno into this room," was tho

Mayor's reply, as ho caught tho Commissioner by the
shoulder and bore him triumphantly away.

After the performance ot this feat ilia Honor returnedaud sent Tor Corporation Counsel William
0. Whitney. That gentleman soon arrived, and, with
Mr. E. T. liavis, a stenographer employed by Mayor
Cooper to take down anything that might be uttered
by the accusing Commissioner, proceeded to the
inner olhi e. The Mayor also retired and tho exatuiuatiouof Mr. Krhardt was begun. At the head of a
long table sat the Mayor. On ins right hand was the
stenographer and on his left tho Corporation Counsel.Commissioner Krhardt walked nervously up
and down the room aud eudoavored to answer the
questions of His Honor as fust as they were

put to him. Suggestions were from time to
time made Ivy Mr. Whitney, and the latter
gentleman interrogated Mr. Krhardt at some length.
At threo o'clock the Major sent for Mr. William l'itt
Shearman, one of the newly appointed Commissionsr«of mil. mirl is.,on sted hilll to brlllU Willi
hi ill »copy of tlio report in relation to this Street
Cleaning Hun an made to Mayor Kly by Messrs. Limlnay1. Howe ami Joliu H. Mooney, the former Commissioners.The document when furnished wan

eagerly perused.
Mil. KUIIAUDT'S WITNKSSF.S.

When tho hour of four arrived Mr. Krhardt said
that he hail a number of witnesses who, in his
opinion. eould give very important testimony. Tho
Mayor said that he thought they might lie railed at
any time, but he would nee a few of thein then. Six
patrolmen and one sergeant then stepped forward,
tin the huts of the patrolmen were the uumbern 5*'J,
1'J.I. .iX'J, l.etit, le>£) and 61(1. Tho name of tho
sergeant, who has been attached to tho Sanitary
sqiiail, la John Thompson. The wituosses arc all
old men and veterans 111 the police service.
Tlioy were called. It la sail, m order to
prove that Oeneral W lllism K. Hnilth refused to
retire them, although the law, as Mr. Krhardt construesit, provides llist under certain conditions they
must bo retired. The reason assigned for the action
of the President of the Hoard in reference to this
matter is that General Hiuith was afraid that CommissionerKrluirdt would obtain a portion of tho
patronage that would tail to the lot of the members
of the Hoard.
The examination of these witnesses occupied tlis

attention of tho Mayor until half-past seven V. M.a
when it was derided not to take any further testimonyat present. No further information in relationto what transpired eould be obtained cither
troui the Mayor or from Commissioner Krhardt.

Mtt. QUEEN AND MAYOR COOPER,
K*-Comptroller Andrew II. Orccu did not visitMayorCooper yesterday. It is said he kuew lite

Honor would lie engaged in investigating CommissionerKrliardt's charges against members of tho
Police Hoard and'considerately kept away from tho
executive headquarters. To-morrow, It is stated, w.ll
ecu the ex Comptroller next tho Mayor.
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